
TBDA General Meeting 
19 September 2024 

Virtual 
Larry Martin, Kathleen Nestor, Don Barnes, Jim Philpitt, Richard “Beef” Haddad  
Non-Board Attendees: Eric Lien, JeL Cathey, Mark Vasterling, Karen McClain, Valerie Lavin, 
Rachel Adams, Brian Roach, John Coleman, Mike Bender, Jim Cardoso, Rebekah Nault 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Called to order at 5:00 PM, roll call reviewed, board quorum not met 
2. Golf Tournament 

a. Don Barnes Overview –8 Nov 2024, 4 teams and 8 individuals registered, 
need swag bag (100-110 of each item) and auction items, USF donating, need 
golf balls, Chik-fil-a will provide breakfast, working with Marilyn W. on other 
ideas, John C. will make swag bags and cups, Larry will provide John with 
updated logo, Eric will check with Coppertail brewery & Rebekah with 
Yuengling, Mark V. will check with Seminole, Kathleen check with Mil. ALairs 
Committee to see if they have a drop-in, Larry will check with Lightning 

3. TBDA Community EIorts  
a. Tampa Bay Trophy –  Mark Kern was selected as the recipient. The trophy will 

be presented on 1 Nov 2024 at the Airlift Tanker Association, Gaylord Texan 
Resort, Grapevine, Texas. Please let Larry know if you wish to attend. 

b. Locality Pay – Background provided on how the GS pay scale works locally. 
Maj Gen Scott Durham spoke with Larry and noted this issue is raised at each 
congressional visit. Melissa Johnson at SOCOM provided info that a federal 
pay agent visited on 9 Sept 2024. They explained the need to revise the local 
calculation process, but other avenues need to be explored to completely 
correct the insuLiciency. Rachel said they are also monitoring this issue at 
Commerce.  

c. Community Inventory Survey – TBDA awarded $50k grant from the FDSC to 
complete a survey of orgs providing services to current or former military 
personnel/families in the Tampa Bay region. We have a clear statement of 
work and hiring USF as sub. It will likely start this fall with software set-up. 
DRG request will help us conduct meetings to flesh out data points. Eric 
oLered to help with grant write-up. Bivouac has a large directory of military 
support orgs. Ideally have a transitioning vet or mil spouse help with data 
collection. Kathleen Barnes supports it and can help with PMP.  

d. Treasurer’s Report - $60K in operating account. Tournament will help us 
raise unrestricted funds. 

4. Updates from Members and Participants 
a. Jim Philpitt – Legislative outreach on hold until after the election-has 

contact info for Sen. Rubio’s staL;125th Fire wing lost last F-15; 3 FL Army 
Guard stood up; a lot of Guard MILCON on back burner, but Zephyrhills 
readiness is still a go; Need to engage Air & Space Force Association; STEM 



outreach with AFA; Need sidebar with Kathleen on USCG visits; Need list of  
movers and shakers including BD members for USCG visits. 

b. Jim Cardoso – 9/24 & 9/25 large scale GNSI conference on peace in the 
Middle East; 11/13-11/15 conference/study on Afghanistan w/ findings to be 
presented in DC in May 2025-a good number of the Afghan War Commission 
will be in attendance 

c. Marc Vasterling – SOFWORKS acquisition authority mini summit in Sept 
2024-invite only 

d. Brian Roach – Boots, Brews, BBQ at 4 Green Fields on 11/7 supported by 
Women in Defense 

e. Eric Lien – 21 Nov 2024 Elks Lodge, Brandon will be AUSA’s 23rd military 
family Thanksgiving dinner; WWII Conference 20 Feb 2024 – 22 Feb 2024. 

f. Val Lavin- Patriot Pop-up in Ybor 2 Nov 2024 for vet & mil spouse small 
businesses; 8 Nov 2024 event for Action Zone hosted by Mega Solutions; 10 
Nov 2024, 4k fundraiser at FL Ave Brewery in Wesley Chapel supporting 
Action Zone. 

g. Mike Bender – State of MacDill re: engineering & construction to improve the 
new bed down; 6th ARW hosting an EOD demo in November; sporting clay for 
STEM scholarships is 6 Dec 2024; January plan for USCG presentation; Feb 
industry government & engagement event. 

h. Larry Martin – Briefed possible encroachment issue at MacDill and his 
outreach eLorts to local government. 

i. Kathleen Nestor – Request for legislative issues to share with FDA, recap of 
FDA meeting, and mentioned MacDill MIRR 

5. Adjourn – Next meeting, October 24th, 2024. 
 


