
 
 

TBDA General Meeting 
29 August 2024 

Bank of Tampa, Blanchard Conference Room, Tampa FL 
 

Board Attendees (“V” denotes virtual): Larry Martin, Kathleen Nestor (V), Don Barnes, 
Maxine Reyes, Jim Philpitt, Richard “Beef” Haddad,  
Non-Board Attendees: Karl Kaliebe, Eric Lien, Marilyn Westropp, Rebekah Nault, JeT 
Cathey (V), Deborah Wilkinson, Collen Trout, Roger Trout, Mark Vasterling, Karen McClain, 
Jim Cardoso, Sebastian Mrowczynski 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Called to order at 5:05 PM, roll call reviewed, board quorum met 
2. Golf Tournament 

a. Don Barnes Overview – Handouts provided, 8 Nov 2024, 30 players 
registered, Bank of Tampa is Patriotism Sponsor, we have Legacy Sponsor, 
need 32 – foursomes, more sponsorship opportunities available and will 
send donation receipts 

b. Feedback –  
i. Marilyn said she would email Yuengling and do baskets. 

Recommended we include it in Cadence. 
ii. Deborah requested info on monetary goal – Larry said minimum $25K 

but $40K would be ideal with a $10k gift to Tinker and rest for 
operating revenue/grant cost share; Don noted we are at $7k;   

iii. Don will coordinate with Deborah, Marilyn & Rebekah separately on 
golf 

3. TBDA Community EKorts  
a. BNSI – Program begins in September. Need to backfill the NSC Speaker spot. 

Marilyn suggested Greg Seleston & Jim Cardoso also oTered to help. 
b. Tampa Bay Trophy – Larry will meet with PA representatives on Tuesday for 

the nominee selection process. The award will be presented Halloween 
weekend at the Airlift Tanker Association, Gaylord Texan Resort, Grapevine, 
Texas. Alliance can help support travel.  

c. Community Inventory Survey – TBDA awarded $50k grant from the FDSC to 
complete a survey of orgs providing services to current or former military 
personnel/families in the Tampa Bay region. TBDA is working with USF to 
complete the survey. The initial $50k is for a small, beta test and workplan. 
The next phases will include buildout and execution. Total project will take 
about a year to a year and a half. It is not meant to replace Military One 
Source but to coordinate between organizations. Larry requested assistance 



with the new grant request. We will eventually have a project manager. TBDA 
will request additional funds under the DRG program. Eric oTered to help 
write grant. Marilyn suggested resources at the Germain library. Eric, Karl, 
Marilyn all oTered to help. Next steps will be to sign a contract with USF for 
initial work and submit DRG request.  

d. OKficers & Board – Need to ascertain who wants to remain and who is 
interested in joining. 

e. Treasurer’s Report - $60,681.95 in bank and no outstanding bills 
4. Updates from Members and Participants 

a. Karl Kaliebe –  USF/Fed Gov’t looking for points of collaboration for supply 
chain school to include government procurement; Military Health Systems 
Resource Symposium at Gaylord, INSEC week of 12/3; visited with Tech 
Grove at research park, which is a great resource. 

b. Marilyn Westropp – 250th anniversary of Army bday ball – 6/14/24- looking 
for venues; Thanksgiving dinner at Elks 11/21/24 for military families; 
fundraiser 9/13 at Hilton. 

c. Jim Philpitt – ESGR & Army outreach to bring more people into the 
ecosystem; USCG in comms w/ Capt Mike Kale & Scott Phy – all in for 
October – looking at 2 separate visits; TB Chamber wants to visit USMC & 
USCG – Byrdman will try to coordinate – all welcome to join; Trying to get 
Admiral Harrison at GNSI as speaker/ Larry would be happy to have TBDA 
sponsor as influencer event. 

d. JeK Cathey – Veterans FL – Jay Collins & Danny Alvarez came to support 
e. Jim Cardoso – 9/24 & 9/25 large scale GNSI conference on peace in the 

Middle East; 11/13-11/15 conference/study on Afghanistan w/ findings to be 
presented in DC in May 2025; BNSI students can get service hours at some of 
these functions; NATO reception 12/3 

f. Karen McClain – Will help with golf swag 
g. Marc Vasterling – Gala 9/14 event for Romelo Carbillo, need sponsors, $295 

ticket 
h. Rebekah Nault – Bringing together Honorary Wing Commander Alumni 

group to reengage everyone and getting a foundation started to help base 
i. Eric Lien – SAME Tampa subpost at USF with engineering & ROTC students---

looking for activities to help with; 12/6/24 SAME sporting clay shoot at 
Fishhawk to send kids to STEM camps; Feb 20-22 is WWII Scholarly 
Conference at USF ROTC HQ – 80th anniversary of WWII – vets invited 

j. Maxine Reyes – started her 501(c)(3) working with women vets and sharing 
stories with underprivileged youth 

k. Roger Trout – Taking Army Reserve story out to the community & new Chief of 
the Army Reserve 

l. Colleen Trout – Has $ for employers to attend events and wants to talk about 
USCG – needs 90 days notice 



m. Deborah Wilkinson – Will send Kathleen info re: Greg Selestron; Chair of 
Greater Fl District Export Council; will have World Bank here & working with 
NATO Edge in Tampa 12/3/24 

n. Larry Martin – Approved prior BD minutes; Kristi (prior speaker on 
recruitment) will meet with the Wing on 9/13; Intern contract concluded on 
8/12 

5. Adjourn – Next meeting, September 19th, 2024.  
 


