
 
 

Tampa Bay Defense Alliance Board Mee5ng 
May 23, 2024, 5:00 PM-6:30 PM 

Virtual Only 
 
Mike Bender 
Jeff Cathey 
Beef 
Kathleen 
Karen McClain 
Kim Sukach 
Eric Lein 
Mike Jones 
Raj O?erPilot 
Don Barnes 
Rachel Adams 
Courtney Jackson 
Lance Landeche 
Raj Ambay 
Larry MarDn 
Beef Haddad 
Jim Philpi? 
Mark Vasterling 
Kim Sukach 
Marilyn Westropp 
Karl Kaliebe 
 
Updates 
- Current efforts 
  -- Berkeley NaDonal Security InsDtute/Kathleen  
 --- Year-end wrap, way ahead 
  Wrapped – working site visit 
  Meet with Sukach 
  -- Tampa Bay Trophy/Larry 
 --- Award packages ready to dispatch/Display/Sponsors  
  -- FDA feedback and legislaDve issues/Kathleen 
 3 compacts through this session 
  Allows jurisdicDon 
 Food insecurity panel, Sen Collins 
  24% of force have food insecurity   



  -- Outreach, unit and legislaDve/Byrdman 
 --- Rep Lee, Rep Franklin, Rep Castor,  
 --- CAPT Sco? Fey, CAPT CG Mike Hale Sector St Pete 
  C-27 J Spartan 
  C-130  
  Largest CG Air StaDon 
  Go aboard Cu?ers 
 --- Col Joe Kenniger, Harmon Trophy, interred 9 Sept 
  -- Grant status /Larry 
 --- FDSTF grant award, requirements outstanding 
 --- DRG grants due next month, applicaDon 
 --- DIG Grants? 
 Warrior Games, as a resource 
 Veteran’s Council of Hillsborough County 
 Military OneSource 
 Michael Jones—fundamental to  
  -- Membership discussion/Kathleen 
  -- Volunteer placorm/Raj 
 No further updates 
 Partnered with MOAA 
 Marilyn has placorm—linked Raj—President’s award 
 147 kids, 23 countries 
  -- Tampa Bay Military Support Roundtable/Larry 
 --- What next? 
 
KK SoMA Special OperaDons Medical, Ryan Healy 
 --- Support Tampa,  
 In DC, USGLC, opportunity Castor, Rubio, Sco?—will send messages 
  
  
- Budget/Don 
  -- Status/Outstanding bills $62,000 
 Maxine Reyes, ADC 
 Filed taxes, 6 May 
 July Insurance renewal, $2,000 D&O + liability 
  -- Outlook and fundraising  
 Friday before Vets Day, Nov 8 
 Will work commi?ee 
   
- Community Events/Issues 
-- From the floor 
 
Beef happy to help with grant—apply  
Courtney— 



Eric Lien—Society of Military Engineers 
Jeff Cathey—Apr 16 My community salutes, great event 
 Upcoming Veteran’s Florida, Hilton Westshore, Boeing Career Source 
Lance Landeche 
 Need COO for succession planning, O-5s, O-6s 
Marilyn AUSA Birthday Ball, 29 Jun 
Mark Vasterling—Stay In Step FoundaDon, Gala Sept 15, Armature Works 
 Stayinstep.org 
Mike Bender—Society of American Military Engineers SAME 
 Get into STEM 
Rachel Adams 
 SOF Week-lots of Dept of Commerce 
 2 large Defense Shows, Eurostory, Paris July 
  
   
Airport Authority Boardroom 
Marshall Center USF 
 
Raj-Robert McDonald—possible speaker 
 
- Calendar 
  -- 2024 calendar 
 --- Upcoming events 
 ---- Next meeDng, shim to different date 
 -- Fall Influencer Event, when and who? 
  
- New business 
 
- Adjourn 
 

 
 

TBDA Efforts 2021-2024 
 
- Plan, coordinate, staff and execute Berkeley NaDonal Security InsDtute 
- Selected recipient, presented Tampa Bay Trophy at 2021-2023 Airlim Tanker Assoc. Symposia 
- Hosted 2023 FDA/FDSTF meeDngs in Tampa, JC Newman event 
- Provided KC-46 educaDon to local, state, Congressional and USAF leadership 
- CoordinaDon on informaDon during MacDill Clinic closure discussion—helped retain clinic 
- EducaDon for state legislators and USAF leadership on Florida educaDon standards  
  Helped update USAF community report card methodology 
- Provided support MacDill’s Tinker K-8 school--fund raising and upgrade discussions 
- Influencer series 
  Hon. Lisa Hershman, former DoD Chief Management Officer 



  DoD Director of Small Business Programs Farooq Mitha 
- Worked with City of Tampa planners to update zoning rules near airports 
- ConDnuous work as coordinator for compaDble development near MacDill 
- ParDcipated in MacDill housing task force 
- Coordinated Florida Area Training Range discussions 
- EducaDon on Live Local act 
- Represented community with MacDill, Chamber of best pracDces to ADC 
- Educate for Purple Star updates/policy changes 
- Educate on spouse employment issues 
- Awarded $50,000 FSDTF grant, June 2024 
 


